[bookmark: section-2]American Literature 4
 
The course  tries to give students basic knowledge of and orientation in American literature and culture in the latter  half of the 20 the century, and an outlook for the with an outlook for the latter part . 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Requirements: 75 percent of class attendance  but ALL the short assignments that students are expected to submit electronically before each  class. A 5-page paper comparing two texts) one   from the studied period), written in good English. All students are asked to learn by heart at least three  poems from the list attached to the description of the course. After a colloquy over the essay and a reading list of literary works from the latter part of the 20th century up to the present, students are entitled to four credits  Deadline for assignments is  the last seminar in the term, deadline for comparative essays end of the exam period.
 



1.From Melting Pot to Cultural Pluralism and Multiculturalism

Horace M. Kallen- Democracy vs.The Melting-Pot, Josef Jařab – Mezi tavicím kotlem, kulturním pluralismem a multikulturalismem,  Assimilation – A Good or Bad Word? Fusion or Fragmentation: The O n-going Story of American Pluralist Culture 
Poem to learn by heart: Lawrence Ferlinghetti- „The World Is a Beautiful Place to Be Born Into“ 

2.African-American Literature Today – Female Writers
(Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor, Terry McMillan, Gayl Jones)
Reading: Terry McMillan - "MA' DEAR"
Poem to learn by heart: Nikki Giovanni – „A Poem of Friendship“ 
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3.African American Literature Today – Male Writers
(John Wideman, James Alan McPherson, Ernest Gaines, William Melvin Kelley, Percival Everett)
Reading: James Alan McPherson – "A Loaf of Bread" 
[bookmark: section-5]Poem to learn by heart: Yusef Komunyakaa – “Facing It”
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4.Contemporary Jewish American Literature
(Philip Roth, Cynthia Ozick, E.L.Doctorow, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Nathan Englander Grace Paley, Art Spiegelman)
Reading: Nathan Englander – "How We Avenged the Blums"
· [bookmark: section-4]Poem to learn by heart: Elizabeth Bishop - "One Art"


















5.The Emergence of Asian-American Literature
(Frank Chin, Maxine Hong Kingston, Amy Tan, Jhumpa Lahiri, Bharati Mukherjee, Yiyun Li, John Okada, Julie Otsuka)
Reading: Bharati Mukherjee: "The Management of Grief"
[bookmark: section-6]Poem to learn by heart: Mary Oliver -  "Wild Geese"
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6.Native American Writers
(Louise Erdrich, Leslie Marmon Silko, James Welch, Sherman Alexie)
Reading: Louise Erdrich -"Fleur" (but read the whole book Tracks if you have the time)
[bookmark: __DdeLink__4783_33702926]Poem to learn by heart: Frank O'Hara - "Why I am not a painter"
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7.Chicano Literature
 (Luiz Valdez, Ana Castillo, Sandra Cisneros)
Reading: Luiz Valdes – The Shrunken Head of Pancho Villa
[bookmark: section-8]Poem to learn by heart: Richard Olivas - "I'm sitting in my history class"
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8.American Short Story – Recent Developments
(Joyce Carol Oates, Raymond Carver, Richard Ford, Tobias Wolff, Amy Hempel, Ann Beattie, Mary Robison, Frederick Barthelme, Donald Barthelme)
Reading: Raymond Carver - "Cathedral"
Josef Jařab - "Americká povídka posledního desetiletí" (časopis Světová literatura, no. 1, 1989)
Poem to learn by heart: James Wright - "A Blessing"
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9.Literature of “The New Lost Generation”
(David Leavitt, Jay McInerney, Bret Easton Ellis, Tama Janowitz)
Reading: David Leavitt - "Territory", "The New Lost Generation"
Josef Jařab - "The Stories of the New Lost Generation"
[bookmark: section-10]Poem to learn by heart: Billy Collins – “ Going Back to the House for a Book”
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10.Regionalism in American Literature
Reading: Norman Mclean - "A River Runs Through It"
Percival Everett - "Squeeze"
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11.Towards Postmodernism
(John Barth, Paul Auster, Don DeLillo, Robert Coover, Thomas Pynchon)
Reading: Robert Coover - "Babysitter"
John Barth – "Lost in the Funhouse"
Thomas Pynchon - The Crying of Lot 49
 
12.Contemporary American Drama
(Edward Albee, Arthur Kopit, August Wilson, Beth Henley, Sam Shepard, David Mamet, Tony Kushner)
Reading: Sam Shepard - Buried Child
Poem to learn by heart: -  Theodore Roethke- The Waking
13. American Poetry Today:
Reading: Revise all the poems appointed to be learnt by heart and have a look at some poems by Charles  Bukowski, Allen Ginsberg, Robert Lowell, Sylvia Plath, John Ashbery – and do not forget to learn three poems by heart
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