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In today’s session:  

•  Do our beliefs about intelligence, and 
teaching, help or hinder?   

•  What theory tells us – and how (if) it 
matches practice.  

•  Some practical activities to help learners to 
speak with oral interaction.  



Which mindset do you have? 

1. Your intelligence is something very basic about you that you  
    can’t change very much. 

2. You can learn new things, but you can’t really change how 
     intelligent you are. 

3. No matter how much intelligence you have, you can always 
 change it quite a bit. 

4. You can always substantially change how intelligent you are. 

Source: ‘Mindset’ Carol Dweck 
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•  Intelligence is static. 

•  Avoid challenge.  

•  Setbacks are a sign of failure.  

•  Effort is a sign of low intelligence. 

•  Reluctance to ask for help. Respond badly to 
negative feedback. 

A fixed mindset 
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people plateau early and do not 
reach their full potential.  

 
 

As a result…. 
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A belief that intelligence is something 
malleable that can be increased with effort.  

 

A growth mindset  
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•  Intelligence can be developed.  

•  Embrace challenges.  

•  Persist in the face of setbacks.  
 
•  See effort as the path to mastery.  

•  Learn from help and criticism.  

A growth mindset 
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So what does that mean for the 
classroom?  

•  Labeling learners works against us.   

•  Praise effort not only result.  

•  Set tasks at the right level of 
challenge.    

•  “Not yet” instead of “unsuccessful” or 
“fail”.   



                         

   Speaking in pairs in  
   English is good to     
      practice known 
 language but may also 
        reinforce mistakes.  
 

The syllabus focuses 
on vocabulary and  
grammar. There’s no 
      time to teach     
          speaking.  
 

  Classes are too large 
     to give each learner 
individual feedback on 
        their speaking.  
 

We don’t need to  
teach “how” to speak.  
Learners pick it up in the  
classroom. Reading and 
 listening are a more 
    useful focus.  
 

      
Speaking is a skill 
  that  teachers 
  can only foster in  
     the classroom.  
 

AGREE? 



What theory tells us… 

Comprehensible Input (1985)  
(meaningful input) i + 1 = 
acquisition  

Comprehensible output (1985; 
1995)  



Output, especially spoken 
output, is a necessary condition 

for language acquisition. 
 

Output hypothesis – Thornbury,S. 2006.  A-Z of ELT. UK:Macmillan.  

Spoken acquisition. output, is 
Output, condition for necessary 

a language especially 

What theory tells us… 



 
• Practice 
• Noticing   
• Testing hypotheses  
• Automaticity  
 

         
 

Output leads to LA and fluency through 

What theory tells us… 
 

In the classroom 
 
  
 
 



“When asked which aspects of foreign 
language learning caused them the most 
anxiety, students placed speaking in the 
foreign language at the top of the list.”   

Young, D. (1990). "An Investigation of Students' Perspective on Anxiety and 
Speaking." Foreign Language Annals. 23:539-553 

What practice tells us… 



In my context…  

At lower levels: 
 
•  Ability to talk about 

themselves and other topics 
•  Intelligible pronunciation 
•  Sufficient accuracy in 

grammar and vocabulary to 
communicate 

•  Functional language  
•  Ability to participate in 

conversations  

At higher levels: 
 
•  Ability to negotiate and 

collaborate 
•  Interactional, social, and 

transactional skills 
•  Interactive communication 
•  Fluency and intelligibility 
•  Grammar and vocabulary 



Dialogue  
Monologue   

Interview   

Describing pictures   

Speaking task types   

Presentation   



Practical Ideas for: Dialogue/ Interview 
Functional Expressions 
Step one: Rearrange the dialogue  
 

 
 

A: Would you like to go for a drink later?  

B: Yes, thank you. I’d love to. Which pub would you like 
to go to?  

A: My pleasure. We could go to The Artful Dodger on Royal 
Mint Street.  

  

B: I see. Ok, I’ll see you later then.  

B:Could I bring a friend?  

A: Of course. I’ll see you at around 5pm then.  

B: Yes. Drinks at 9pm.  
A: No, I said 5pm.  



Step two: Change the register from formal to 
informal 

A: Would you like to go for a drink later?  

B: Yes, thank you. I’d love to. Which pub would you like 
to go to?  
A: My pleasure. We could go to The Artful Dodger on Royal 
Mint Street.  

  
A: I see. Ok, I’ll see you later then.  

B: Could I bring a friend?  
A: Of course. I’ll see you at around 5pm then.  
B: Sorry, did you say drinks at 9pm?  

A: No, I said 5pm.  



Step three: Make it sound more natural   

A: Fancy going for a drink later?  

B: Yeah, thanks, I’d love to. Which pub?  

A: Let’s go to The Artful Dodger on Royal Mint Street.  

B: Ok, so drinks at 9pm you say? 
 A: No, at 5. Not at 9.   

B: Can I bring a mate?  
A: Sure. Around 5 pm? 

B: Got it, see you later.  



Dialogue/ Interview  Functional Expressions  

A: Oh, by the way fancy going for a drink later?  

B: Oh great, thanks, I’d love to. That’s nice of you to 
ask. Which pub?  
A: No worries. Ok, let me think. Let’s go to The Artful Dodger 
on Royal Mint Street.  

B: Sorry, what was that? 9pm? 
 A: No, not 9. 5.   

B: Ok, sounds good. Can I bring a mate?  

A: Yeah sure. Around 5 pm? 

B: Oh right, got it. See you later.  



Dialogue/ Interview  Functional Expressions  

•  Oh, by the way…. 

•  That’s really kind/ nice of you. 
•  Ok, great/ good/ sure.  
•  My pleasrue.  
•  Ok, let me think / see.  

•  Sorry, what was that?  

•  No, not… 

•  Bringing in a 
change of/ new 
topic.  

•  Positive 
responses 

•  Thinking time 

•  Asking for 
clarification 

•  Clarifying    



SPOKEN CORPUS  
http://sacodeyl.inf.um.es/sacodeyl-search2/ 



SPOKEN CORPUS  
http://sacodeyl.inf.um.es/sacodeyl-search2/ 



Practical Ideas for monologue: 
Turn the card   

Recommend a 
place that you 
think is special  

Record 
listen/ 
review  
Try again  



Practical Ideas: Monologue 
www.vocaroo.com   



Practical Ideas: Monologue 

www.vocaroo.com                  

• www.vocaroo.com 

• No frills online voice recorder  

• No account necessary  

• 3 minutes to record 

• Re-record if you don’t like what you hear 

• Email link, embed or download  



Practical Ideas: Describing Pictures  

Falla, T. & Davies, P.A. 2008. Maturita Solutions. OUP. Pg 33.  



Practical Ideas: Describing pictures 

www.fotobabble.com 

• www.fotobabble.com 

• Make talking photos 

• Free account/sign up with Facebook plus mobile 
app  

• Choose or upload a photo  

• 1 minute to record 

• Re-record if you don’t like what you hear 

• Email link, embed or share  



Practical Ideas: Presentations  
www.knovio.com 



Practical ideas: Presentations 
www.knovio.com  

• www.knovio.com 

• Upload presentations and record voice and/or video 
alongside your slides.  

• Free account plus mobile app  

• 7 minutes to record 

• Re-record if you don’t like what you hear 

• Email link, embed or share on the social networks 



                         

   Speaking in pairs in  
   English is good to     
      practice known 
 language but may also 
        reinforce mistakes.  
 

The syllabus focuses 
on vocabulary and  
grammar. There’s no 
      time to teach     
          speaking.  
 

  Classes are too large 
     to give each learner 
individual feedback on 
        their speaking.  
 

We don’t need to  
teach “how” to speak.  
Learners pick it up in the  
classroom. Reading and 
 listening are a more 
    useful focus.  
 

      
Speaking is a skill 
  that  teachers 
  can only foster in  
     the classroom.  
 

 I 
DISAGREE! 



Thank	you	for	listening.		
Happy	speaking	J			

 

nikkifortova@gmail.com		


